
 

ABBREVIATED INSPECTIONS 

Protecting Children – Improving Quality – Reducing Waste 

A Florida law passed in 1996 allows for child care facilities that comply with licensing rules to have 
abbreviated (shortened) inspections.  Abbreviated inspections measure compliance with some 
rules, but not every rule.    

 
Research conducted over the past 25 years has identified new and better ways to conduct 
abbreviated inspections that offer greater protections for children and reduce government waste.  
Florida has improved its abbreviated inspection process by adopting these new methods. 

Florida Department of Children and Families  
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What are the old methods?  
 

In the past, the rules to be measured during 
abbreviated inspections were chosen based 
on licensing experience and the identification 
of critical standards. 
 
The method kept kids safe, but did not 
guarantee compliance with every rule and 
required most rules to be measured.   
 
 
Even during shortened inspections, many 
rules were measured, which did not allow 
licensing staff to help facilities improve quality 
of care or maximize government resources.    
 

What are the NEW methods?  
 

The new system uses scientific methodology 
and stakeholder input to determine what rules 
will be measured during abbreviated 
inspections.  
 
The rules that will be measured now statistically 
prove that facilities are in full compliance with all 
rules, and that the rules measured are those 
that pose the greatest risk of harm to children.  
 
The number of rules measured decreased by 
90%, but the Key Indicator rules measured are 
more likely to protect children. Children are 
safer, quality is improved, and government is 
more efficient. 

Can Every Facility get an Abbreviated Inspection? 
 

No.  In accordance with Florida law, a facility can only get an abbreviated inspection when it: 
 

• Has been licensed for a period of no less than 2 
consecutive years. 

 

• Has not been cited for any class 1 or class 2 
violations within the last two 2 years. 
 

• Has received at least 2 full on-site renewal 
inspections in the most recent 2 years. 

 

• Is not under investigation by Child Protective 
Services.   

These criteria not only ensure compliance with the law, but also help keep kids safe. 
 
 For more information about Florida’s abbreviated inspection process, please visit www.myflfamilies.com/childcare 

 
Florida’s new abbreviated inspection system was developed in conjunction with the National Association for Regulatory Administration 
(NARA), the only organization in the United States and Canada devoted to best practices in licensing and regulatory administration, 
and has over 40 years’ experience with abbreviated inspection development.  For more information about NARA, please visit 
www.naralicensing.org.  
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