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This short paper is to summarize a pilot study completed in the Province of Saskatchewan u�lizing their 
differen�al monitoring systems approach focusing on the rela�onship between licensing key indicators 
and their comprehensive instrument used to measure regulatory compliance.  Also, it measured the 
rela�onship between licensing key indicators, comprehensive scores, and the eligibility criteria to 
determine if an abbreviated review via key indicators is warranted.

The study was done the end of 2020 into the beginning part of 2021.  It was province wide u�lizing the 
number of facili�es that came due for usual inspec�ons.  It was piloted to see if the specific facility was 
eligible for an abbreviated review via licensing key indicators.  When it was determined to be eligible the 
key indicator tool was u�lized along with a random subset of rules.  If non-compliance was determined a 
full comprehensive inspec�on would be completed.  

The results were very promising when Pearson Product correla�ons were conducted between the 
licensing key indicators and the comprehensive tool with .91 for child care centers (n = 59) and .63 for 
child care homes (n = 51) (these results were significant at the p < .0001).  Similar correla�ons were 
conducted between the eligibility criteria with .94 for child care centers and .90 for child care homes 
(these results were significant at the p < .0001).  

It is clear from these results that the differen�al monitoring systems approach u�lizing an abbreviated 
inspec�on protocol for those programs that were eligible worked very well.  It also demonstrated the 
efficacy of the licensing key indicators in being sta�s�cal predictor rules in rela�onship to the 
comprehensive set of rules.

This pilot study was completed prior to full implementa�on of differen�al monitoring in the Province of 
Saskatchewan.  It was the last study in the sequence of developing differen�al monitoring.  The previous 
studies dealt with developing the licensing key indicators, risk assessment rules, the valida�on of the 
licensing key indicator and risk assessment rules.  There will be one other pilot study involving a program 
quality key indicator tool to be undertaken in the Spring of 2021.  To date, Saskatchewan is the furthest 
along in designing and implemen�ng a differen�al monitoring system.  Clearly other jurisdic�ons can 
learn from what has been done in Saskatchewan as they plan their respec�ve program monitoring and 
licensing systems.

Readers who are interested in the full differen�al monitoring approach should go to the following 
website that is exclusively focused on research involving differen�al monitoring, licensing key indicator 
predictor rules, risk assessment rules, and quality indicators:  RIKIns�tute.com.  For a more general 
review of the approach, readers should go to the NARA website: www.naralicensing.org/key-indicators.  
Either site will give you many examples of the use of the approach in early care and educa�on programs.


