
recognize signs and risk factors for abuse and respond

appropriately 

understand how their biases may impact reporting behavior

support families that are experiencing stress to prevent abuse from

happening in the first place

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic , it is more important than ever that

individuals be on the lookout for child maltreatment . Child abuse

hotline reports have gone down in 2020 , though children are no less

vulnerable . In fact , factors such as family isolation , financial instability

and increased stress brought on by the pandemic significantly increase

the likelihood of child abuse occurring . Furthermore , like many of our

other social systems , the pandemic has illuminated the inequities

present in the child welfare system , particularly among racial and

ethnic minorities .

The iLookOut program is uniquely positioned to respond to the
needs of the current crises. Our online training platform is easily

accessible , and prepares mandated reporters to :

As we continue our work to protect children , we look forward to

establishing new partnerships , and expanding our reach across the

nation in 2021 . 

iLookOut
E V I D E N C E - B A S E D  T R A I N I N G  T O  P R O T E C T  C H I L D R E N

Our Mission
iLookOut is an innovative,
evidence-based learning
program designed to help
people better recognize
and report suspected child
abuse. 

Through interactive online
trainings and outcomes-
driven research, the
iLookOut program is
establishing a national
standard for protecting
children. 

Protecting Vulnerable Children During
COVID-19

Q U A R T E R L Y  N E W S L E T T E R W I N T E R  2 0 2 1



Q U A R T E R L Y  N E W S L E T T E R W I N T E R  2 0 2 1

Find out more: Contact us: ilookout@pennstatehealth.psu.edu

The Penn State College of Medicine and Penn State Health System has
recognized the iLookOut for Child Abuse team, led by Dr. Benjamin H. Levi, with
its 2020 Community Engagement Research Award. Given to one researcher and

their team, this annual award highlights the iLookOut project’s contribution to

communities by raising awareness and knowledge about child abuse, teaching skills for

safeguarding children, and providing motivation to support at-risk children and their

families.

This is the most interesting
training I have ever taken
about Child Abuse and
Mandatory reporting: I feel I
learned a great deal about the
laws and responsibilities of a
mandated reporter. I think
that is because of the format
in which it was presented. 

-iLookOut Participant

The iLookOut team is very pleased to announce that we have recently partnered with

the Federal Office of Head Start to create a non-state specific version of the iLookOut
Core training. This 3-hour training will be deployed to Head Start programs throughout

the United States and U.S. Territories, and will prepare early childhood educators and

care providers to identify and report suspected child abuse, and better support

children and families who are struggling. Funding was made available through an

existing grant with the National Institute for Child Health and Human Development,

and will enable all Head Start staff to complete iLookOut’s Core training at no cost. We

anticipate that this new version will be available in early Summer 2021.

iLookOut  Comes to Head Start
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